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2025	National	Board	of	Director	Elections	

October	17,	2025	
	
Dear	Northern	Division	Patrollers	
During	the	September	2025	division	board	meeting	the	board	approved	the	formation	of	an	elections	committee.		The	
members	of	the	committee	are	Mike	Marlow,	Brent	Brooks,	Bridgett	Paddock,	Becky	Schatz	and	Karl	Uhlig.		The	purpose	of	
the	elections	committee	is	to	assist	the	Northern	Division	members	with	the	elections	process	by	reviewing	the	Board	of	
Director	candidates’	application	materials,	attending	the	candidate	forum	zoom	meetings,	and	having	one	or	more	
committee	meetings	in	an	effort	to	reach	a	conclusion	on	which	candidate(s)	would	better	serve	the	needs	of	the	western	
states	and	the	Northern	Division	in	particular.	
	
As	members	of	the	NSP	in	“good	standing”,	each	of	us	has	the	ability	to	directly	elect	our	National	Board	of	Directors	(BOD)	
from	a	list	of	candidates	–	but	we	must	ALL	fulfill	our	obligation	to	vote	for	the	process	to	work.		This	year	we	are	electing	
up	to	four	(4)	BOD	members	from	a	candidate	pool	of	only	six	(6).		You	may	vote	for	up	to	four	individuals.	
	
Like	last	year,	this	year’s	slate	of	candidates	were	evaluated	in	the	following	areas:	

1. Demonstrated	successful	leadership	within	NSP	
2. Patrolling	experience	including	in	education	programs	
3. Having	a	vision	for	the	future	of	NSP	
4. Demonstrated	commitment	to	communication	with	patrollers	to	promote	learning	and	an	understanding	of	

patroller	needs/desires	
5. Leadership	in	other	life	skills	outside	of	NSP	
6. Someone	(s)	who	may	bring	a	unique	and/or	different	perspective	to	the	NSP	BOD	

	
We	have	taken	notes,	communicated	with	colleagues/peers	across	the	organization,	reviewed	application	materials	and	
profiles	in	an	effort	to	identify	candidates	that	we	feel	are	the	“most”	qualified	and	most	importantly	would	best	serve	the	
needs	of	the	Northern	Division.	
	
Please	feel	free	to	use,	or	ignore,	this	analysis	as	you	see	fit.		We	are	not	trying	to	tell	anyone	how	to	vote.		We	fully	
understand	that	everyone	is	an	individual	with	a	unique	perspective.	
	
We	do	STRONGLY	encourage	you	to	do	your	own	homework	by	reviewing	the	application	materials,	watching	the	
recorded	videos	of	the	two	candidate	forums,	(found	on	the	NSP	web	site	under	member	services)	and	contact	the	
candidates	or	others	as	you	feel	necessary	to	make	an	informed	decision.	
	
The	2025	NSP	National	BOD	election	Candidates	we	feel	are	“Most	Qualified”,	in	no	particular	order	are:	
	 Rich	Petrafesa—Eastern	Division	and	current	National	Board	Chair.	
	 Shelley	Urban—Pacific	Northwest	Division.		Termed	out	Division	Director	
These	are	very	strong	candidates	and	both	currently	hold	NSP	leadership	positions.	
	
Now	things	get	a	little	complicated.		This	committee	recommends	voting	for	two	of	these	three	candidates.		Listings	are	in	
no	particular	order.		We	feel	these	three	rise	to	the	level	of	good	choices	and	will	help	NSP	move	forward.	
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Mike	Schons—Central	Division.		Former	Division	Director	
Bill	Cline—Southern	Division.		Was	on	the	NSP	Legal	Committee	for	many	years.	
Sharon	Friedel—Eastern	Division.		Former	Region	Director	in	Pennsylvania.	

	 	
The voting process began on October 15th and voting will remain open until December 1, 2025.  It is available in the 
Member Servies section on the NSP.org website.  If you have any trouble logging on (you will need a password and e-
mail account), please contact your Patrol Director/Representative. 
 
Thanks for your service to the skiing public and your commitment to play a part in the elections of our National Ski 
Patrol leadership 
 
Your Northern Division Election Sub-committee. 
Mike Marlow  
Brent Brooks 
Bridgett Paddock 
Becky Schatz 
Karl Uhlig 
 

 


