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NORTHERN DIVISION NATIONAL SKI PATROL

Hello everyone. I just want to give you a quick
update on Division happenings. I hope you’ve
already seen my note about the Division Board
meeting held on September 17th that Justin Data
recently sent you. If not, I’ll encourage you to read
that memo. If you did not receive the summary
memo please email Justin at Justin J at
justin.j.data@gmail.com so you are able to receive
future updates.

The fall refresher season is underway and ski
season will be upon us before you know. I hope you
and your patrol will soon be ready. If you need
resources and/or assistance with refreshers, OEC
classes or something else please ask the appropriate
Program Advisor.
By the time you receive the Polaris you should
already have received the fall edition of the Ski Patrol
Magazine and the 2017-2018 NSP Catalogue. I’ll
encourage you to support our sponsors by shopping
the catalogue for your ski patrolling needs.
Carl Shiner wishes to step down as the Region II
Advisor. If you have any interest in the position
please contact me (phone or email) before December
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Karl Uhlig, Assistant Division Director
15th, even if you have already expressed interest. We
will hold an election per our By-Laws if more than
one expresses interest. If you want to know more
about the position contact John Larson, Carl Shiner
or me.
The National Board of Director election process is
now underway. Please take a moment to review
candidate statements of interest, available at the
National web site, and vote. Your vote matters!! As
evidence, I’ll point to the fact that Mike Huber now
sits on the National Board as a direct result of the
Northern Division members voting for him. Mike is
a great resource for us and brings an understanding
of how our world works in the far-flung reaches of
the Rocky Mountain West.
If you have any questions or concerns please reach
out to our Division Director, John Larson or myself.
Thanks for all you do.
Karl Uhlig
Assistant Division Director
outdoorslvrs@bresnan.net

Nort
hern Division Hist
orian
As you can see by the
presence of Priscilla Patroller,
the
Northern
Division
Historian position has come to
life. Priscilla had a great time at
the Division meeting in Big Sky
and she is looking forward to a
very busy and productive 201718 ski season. For those of you
who weren’t at the meeting,
Priscilla helped me to put
together a short power point
presentation titled “Outfitting the Patroller THEN AND
NOW”. We used some current resources as well as the
archives of Snow Bowl Ski Patrol and looked at some of the
differences in outfitting today’s patroller compared to a
1960s patroller — think straight skis, sectional metal edges,
cable bindings and lace-up leather boots. If any of you
would like to “borrow” this just let me know and I’d be
happy to share it.

by Steve

Thompson, Historian

there is a lot of history in the Northern Division and it
would be great to share that history. My goal is to be able to
compile a digital history of each patrol in the Northern
Division. In order to do that, I need input ( articles,
pictures, actual equipment, correspondence, whatever you
have) about your patrols. Some of the patrols in the Division
are fairly young but there are some “Senior Citizens” in the
Division also.
Mike Marlow has provided a scanner so I could “borrow”
items from you, scan them and then get the items back to
you. I promise that I have NO INTENTION of keeping
your treasures (Cheri and I have enough of our own). If it
would be easier for me to come to you, we could probably
arrange that.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call or e-mail
me. Thanks in advance for your help in recording the
history of your Division.
steve
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Speaking of sharing — I am looking for help from each
and every patrol in the Division. As mentioned at Big Sky,

Region I News

Today our local Fed Ex driver arrived with my brand new
pair of ski boots (Scarpa T-4s). In fact I am currently
wearing them as I write this article because they need to get
broken in before ski season arrives. They are stiff, tight in
new places and remind me of what I told my wife when I
first wore my brand new, first time plastic boots ( Scarpa T3s, now cracked beyond repair after 17 years of use and
retired) : “the best thing about plastic boots is taking them
off...” My point is that we need to think about “breaking
in” each year after a summer of inactivity of our Patrolling
skills. NSP requires us to go through OEC, CPR and On
the Hill Refreshers each year, but need to remember to
refresh our other skills also. As Patrollers we need to hit
the slopes on day one at 100 percent ready.
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So, pull out the Avalanche Transceiver (we have
had 2 skier caused avalanches and 1 fatality already by
the 12th of October ) and practice. Do some walk up
early season ski runs (use your rock skis). Find a

Rusty Wells, Region 1 Director
place to set up your self evac rope and rappel . Practice a zdrag pulley for fixed line short hauls (I usually practice this
with my first deer since I don’t have a good block and tackle
to hang it with). Get in shape for skiing (personally, I find
rowing a boat in summer doesn’t do much for my ski legs).
So much for my “soapbox”... I would like to add that the
new Division Meeting format was a fun time for me and I
hope all who attended. Many thanks to Troy Walker who
put together the mini session agenda and Jana Barnes who
secured prizes and Vendors for the Vendor showcase .
Thanks also to the talented Instructors who helped teach
the mini sessions on Saturday morning: Matt Radlowski,
Connor O’Neil, Derrick Mercer, Tim Strand and Jer
Lundgren. And my wife, Linda, who helped me lay out the
Orienteering course in the rain and wind.
Now it’s time to take these new boots off.

Mountain Travel & Rescue News

by Troy

Walker, MTR Supervisor

Hello everyone and great to be back to another season of
patrolling!

any future minor changes we will keep updates available on
the NSP website for all interested.

To start off the new season this year was a wonderful time
for me and many others was to attend our annual Northern
Division meeting in September held at Big Sky, Montana
again!

I feel along with all the other Division MTR Supervisors
that we have brought the MTR program into alignment
with the industry standards along with complementing our
Nordic & Avalanche programs along with meeting the
needs of many other outdoor programs that would benefit
from our MTR program in their training needs.

Some updates into the Mountain Travel & Rescue
Program that has happened through the year:
The Mountain Travel & Rescue (MTR) went through a
fair amount of updating on a National level throughout this
year! All of the MTR Supervisors across all of our divisions
have not only completed the new student manual in the
prior year of 2016, we have now brought the MTR
Instructors manual up to date this year in 2017. As we make

For this season in the MTR training programs if you
want an earlier start on your trainings Flathead Nordic
Patrol will be hosting a Level 1 & 2 program typically
starting their classroom trainings towards the end of
November, exact dates had not been announced at this time
Lost Trails Patrol will be hosting a MTR Level 1 program
in late February or early March.
Any other patrol area that would like to host or want to
know more about putting on a MTR program for your area
please contact me and lets get working on it!!!

www.nspnorth.org

Outside of our usual meetings needed to manage our
division we put together an event having mini sessions to
refresh and have others participate in short events put
together by the Avalanche program working with beacons
short trainings, Nordic events putting together emergency
style toboggans along with the Mountain Travel & Rescue
program having Orienteering with compasses! It was a very
fun filled and exciting time I feel for all that participated
this year! If you did not attend the Division meeting this
year I would highly recommend to plan on attending next
year and come enjoy all the wonderful people that work
together in our patrol communities and see old friends and
always make some new ones! I hope all our participants that
was involved in our mini events this year will take what they
learned from our events and get others excited about getting
others to further their trainings in our wonderful education
programs and even if you have taken courses in the past it is
always good to keep our skills honed in and continue to stay
involved in our training programs as refreshing and or
taking your knowledge and skills to a new level and
becoming an instructor!

If you feel you are interested in attending the Flathead
Nordic and or the Lost Trails MTR program please contact
me and I will get you in touch with the right contact person
to assist you in getting enrolled and specific dates of the
training dates for classroom and field session dates for this
coming season.
Here we go for another exciting ski season! Be Safe &
have Fun!
Troy Walker
Mountain Travel & Rescue Supervisor
Northern Division.
801-360-2445
troywalker13@gmail.com

2016 - 2017 Awards
Northern Division Patriot Star Award:
Great Falls Ski Patrol:
Stan King (center)
Casper Mountain Ski Patrol:
Fred Crockett - accepting Fred’s award
is Casper Mountain Patrol Director
Gayle Brabetz
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Winter Tip Off
Good day and welcome to
the NEW and IMPROVED
Winter Tip Off. Like a great
man once said “Ch-ch-chch-changes! Turn and face
the Strange”
We’re staying in White
Sulphur Springs this year at
All Seasons Inn and Suites.
There are several great
bars/food spots in the area, a hot springs AND a brewery,
all within waking distance of each other and the hotel.
At this years WTO, we are having a full day and a half with
PSIA Division Clinicians. Saturday morning is Toboggan
Tune-Up with BOTH toboggan instructors AND PSIA
clinicians (We’re bringing PSIA to the Dark Side!), Saturday
afternoon is the Patroller Challenge Obstacle course with

Mike Marlow, Northern Division OET Supervisor
prizes GALORE! Saturday night is a dinner banquet and
Patroller Challenge Awards.
Sunday morning hasn’t changed - it’s semi-individualized
training with the PSIA clinicians.
OET Instructors and IT’s - Friday at 12:30PM - meet at the
patrol hut for OET Instructor Recert
If anyone wants a discounted day pass for Friday, please
email me and let me know that you are coming
Patrol reps and OET instructors, don’t forget to get your
Toboggan Refreshers registered so that you are covered by
NSP Insurance during the refresher/training AND so that you
get the required credit for taking it.
See you in January on the slopes!

www.nspnorth.org

2016-2017 Awards:
Northern Division Outstanding
Patroller Award and
Yellow Merit Star:
Casey Redder (center)

Critical IncidentSt
ress

Winter is coming in fast. As you are all gearing up for this
new season and are attending refreshers throughout the
division, I would like everyone to think about how we
handle stress.
Stress can have a tremendous affect on our lives. It can
be both a benefit and a hindrance. If we don't manage it
correctly it can effect our personal lives, and our
professional lives.
As ski patrollers, we encounter many different
stressors in our day to day routine while out on the
slopes. No two calls are the same. We need to be
-4-

Seth Larson, Critical Incident Stress Advisor
aware of each other and help our fellow patrolled.
Asking for help is never a sign of weakness. It's a sign of
strength and understanding that we can't control everything
in our lives.
As the Critical Stress advisor, I am here to help each
individual and patrol work through the difficult times after a
critical call. This can be a valuable resource to our patrols in
the division.
I look forward to assisting you all this winter.

Winter-Tip Off - January 5, 6, 7, 2018
— Showdown Ski Area —

8:30 a.m. both days
Cost: $189 by 12/30/2017; $214 after 12/30/2017.
Early Registration BONUS! One Lucky Participant will get their Registration Reimbursed!!
Checks payable to Northern Division Ski Patrol
Send to Jeanette Amrine, 4853 Forest Hill Lane, Missoula, MT 59804

Please register as soon as possible so we can adequately plan instructors and groups.
Questions - Call or email Mike Marlow at 406-443-8386 or mmarlow@infosysmt.com

WINTER TIP-OFF REGISTRATION
FRIDAY Friday all-day tickets available for $39 per day, contact Mike Marlwo before Friday, January 5th
12:30 p.m., Instructor Recertification for OET

Attendance required for all OET IT’s! Email Mike Marlow at mmarlow@infosysmt.com that you will be attending.

SATURDAY Boot up 8:30 a.m., Clinic 9-4 with lunch break

Also SATURDAY: PATROLLER OBSTACLE COURSE -

www.nspnorth.org

Toboggan Clinic with PSIA Instruction: Get the rust off both you and your toboggan. Toboggan handling skills will be covered.
With Prizes for the Top 3 Teams!!

SATURDAY EVENING BANQUET - Bar 47 in White Sulphur Springs.
Check box for your choice of dinner:
q Beef
q Chicken
q Veggie

SUNDAY - Boot up 8:30 a.m., Clinic 9-Noon

Personalized PSIA Ski Instruction: Working with PSIA Instructors and Clinicians

Please check box if you are interested in participating in the following:
***The earlier you respond, the better we can gauge to have these clinics put on. If there isn't enough response for any of these clinics, they will not be held.

q
q

All Women’s Clinic. Have fun working on anything and everything with a PSIA Ski Instructor.
Snowboard Clinic. With PSIA Snowboard Clinician.

NAME_____________________________________________________NSP NUMBER ______________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________ TELEPHONE ________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ________________________________________________________________________________________

q SMALL

q MEDIUM

q LARGE

q XL

q XXL

NORTHERN DIVISION BASE LAYER MOCK TURTLENECKS - $50
SIZE:

Make checks payable to Northern Division.
Mail completed form along with check to
Jeanette Amrine, 4853 Forest Hill Lane, Missoula, MT 59804

($55)

Hotel Accommodations Info - you make your own reservations:
Lodging under National Ski Patrol at All Seasons Inn & Suites
808 3rd Ave SW, White Sulphur Springs, $95 per nite
(Room Block closes December 1st)

(406) 547-8888
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OEC Updates.
By the time this article comes out most of you will
have completed your OEC refresher. I hope you are
tuned up and ready to provide the best care to our
skiing public. If you still feel that you are not ready to
handle certain skills, take advantage of your OEC
instructors to review any skill that you may be
uncomfortable with. OEC instructors are more than happy
to review skills with you, so do not be afraid to ask them.
Most skills we only review once in a 3 year cycle and may
not use during a given ski season. I would also like to
encourage patrols to review off cycle skills by doing OEC
enhancement seminars. Ask your instructors to schedule
one and if they need more information they can contact me
to provide guidance.

John Fradette, OEC Advisor
They did a fantastic job. If you are an instructor and want
to help with next year’s refresher let me know. You will get
your half your registration and half your room costs paid.
If your patrol is holding an OEC class, I encourage all
patrollers to attend all the classes that they can Training new
OEC technicians is the responsibility of the entire patrol. In
addition, you get a great opportunity to review information
and skills, and help out new budding patrollers.
There is nothing new to report on the progress of the
OEC 6th edition. The National Office is still in
negotiations with the publisher. Once that is done work
will begin in earnest.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the instructors
that assisted me in putting on the Division OEC refresher.

www.nspnorth.org

Brass,Bronze and Walnut!
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A funny thing happens when you keep adding names to a
trophy year after year. Like an overbooked hotel, the thing
will run out of places to put them. That happened with the
Northern Division Outstanding Patroller trophy this year.
And so I went to the hardwood store and tried to find a piece
of walnut that might match the old patina. It wasn’t easy,
living up to that legacy, but I think I did a pretty good job
creating a new tier to carry the brass plates with the names
of future Outstanding Patrollers. They’ll be in the company
of some true legends of the Northern Division, folks like
Mark Behan, Warren Bowman, Stan King, and Dick
Everett. There are currently 43 names, by my count, and
now there will be room for 38 more. The trophy is
capped by an original bronze sculpture depicting a
patroller, an injured patient, and a crossed pair of skis.
It’s a handsome piece of work, I think, and a proud
reminder of a long tradition. That long tradition
continues, of course, and the awards presented at the
Northern Division annual meeting and banquet this
year proved that in abundance.

Erik Sakariassen, Awards Supervisor

I would like to thank those individuals who helped make
it all happen again this season. A big thanks to Kurt
Weinberg, Colleen Finch, Vicki Motley, and Jim Whaley for
serving on the Division Awards Review Board, selecting our
National Outstanding Award nominees, and to Rusty Wells
and Bruce Amrine for their work as National Judges,
reviewing the finalists from all of the NSP Divisions to select
the National Outstanding Award winners, and to Chuck
Allen, Norm Ando, Dave Elmquist, and Bill Chambers for
serving on the Division National Appointment Board,
reviewing our nominations for NSP National
Appointments, and to Fred Crockett for serving as our NSP
Hall of Fame judge. You’ve all done an outstanding job.
As always, this year’s awards honored some very dedicated
patrollers and some truly amazing patrol work. So please
take time to look at the list of 2016-17 winners and honorees
that appears in this Polaris, and know that while we may
have a long and storied past, our future looks brighter than
ever.

or

Alumni News

Marty Merwin, Northern Division Alumni Advisor

Hello everyone!

Just got back from the Northern Division Meeting and
have good things to report. As most of you know, this year
represented the 40th Anniversary of the creation of the
Alumni Program for the National Ski Patrol. To help
celebrate this occasion Marty Huebner, National Ski
Patrol’s Alumni Advisor and his wife Patricia (also and
alumni patroller), were in
attendance.
Mr. Huebner gave a
presentation on the development
of the NSP’s program and some
background on his achievements
within the NSP system over the
years. Marty and his wife are
from Idaho Falls and have been
part of many patrols over the
years.
The Friday afternoon “Meet
N Greet” for the Alumni
Program had more than twice as many in attendance as we
had last year (I hope we can double it again next year).
Besides Mr. Huebner’s presentation I also gave my thoughts
on the development of the program within the Northern
Division.
This program has to be built from the bottom up. This
means Active, Inactive, Alumni and Retired patrollers are all
needed to help develop a program that works best for your
area. This program needs to be relevant to young and old
and something you can be a proud active member of if you
ever hang up your NSP shield for good. All of you regardless
of status are a valuable resource for you patrol. Remember
why you stayed patrolling; was it for that free lift ticket or
because of the bonds you shared with your fellow patrollers?
FYI.
Your Patrol Representatives and/or your Patrol Alumni
Advisers should be providing all patrollers with a registration
form for the Alumni Program. They also received a letter
that explains why it would be so great if everyone who is
currently registered as an active or inactive patroller and
doesn’t have a secondary patrol would ask the National
office to assign their secondary patrol as the Alumni Patrol
and here is why.

First, if you are already an “Active Patroller”,
Inactive Patroller, or “Life Time Patroller”
doesn’t cost you a dime to join.

it

Second, if you know you need or want to stop patrolling
permanently, or maybe because you want to spend more
time doing something else, the Alumni Patrol (if you are not
a Lifetime Member) is only $30.00/year instead of $55.00 to
go “Inactive” and there are no
Northern Division Fees.
Third, you continue to
receive all NSP mailings, e-mail,
Northern Division e-mails, and
best of all, access to the NSP
store and some of their Prodeals.
Forth, if you keep your OEC
refreshers up to date you only
have to submit new paperwork
to be reinstated as an active
patroller. Of course, you would
still have to meet OET skills and other mountain/area
requirements to become an active Alpine or Nordic
Patroller.
Fifth, If you keep your Instructor skills up to date you can
still teach in that discipline (OEC, OET, MTR, AVI, ID).
Negatives:
You have to fill out the form the first time—you can’t
enroll online.
You may not wear your Patrol Coat or anything else that
could define you as an active patroller. This is to protect
you, the area/organization, your patrol and NSP from
possible liability—especially if you haven’t keep you skill up
in OEC. However, ultimately it comes down to your area
and the duties they assign you and what they wish you to
wear while you are doing that.
I hope you and your patrol have already filled these out as
a group during your refreshers. That way you can all mail
them in as one package to NSP. If we all, the patrols and
eligible patrollers in the Northern Division, sign up for this
program we will blown National’s mind. So please take that
short period of time and fill out the form. Your PR should
have the form or you can download one at www.nsp.org.
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Northern Division
2016-2017 Awards

Erik Sakariassen, Awards Supervisor

Certificates of Recognition –
National Anniversary Celebrations:
Active Patrollers:
• 25 years: Scott Eckroth, John Fradette,
Robert Labrel, Frank LaQua, Todd Porter,
Chris Quinn, Kirk Rector, Larry Smith
• 30 years: William Bucher, Eric Easton,
Herb Hastings, Ron Lawrence
• 35 years: Layne Scholkowfsky
• 40 years: William Barwick, Pat Harshman
• 45 years: Marie Ando
• 55 years: Bill Chambers

www.nspnorth.org

Alumni:
• 25 years: Dorothy Bullard, Stephen Cathey,
Charles Jerabek, Joann Lacey, Sam Miller
• 30 years: Chip Pigman, Kevin Retchless, David Tyler
• 35 years: Herman Handstede
• 40 years: Larry Steffensmeier, Steve Burglund
• 45 years: Donald Findon, Terry Stevenson
• 50 years: Ralph Barton, George Blake, Dick Mosher,
Gay Nations
• 55 years: Gerald Schilling
Certificates of Appreciation:
Presented to all Division and Region officers and
supervisors, and to all Patrol Representatives.
Northern Division Patriot Star:
Great Falls Ski Patrol: Stan King
Casper Mountain Ski Patrol: Fred Crockett
NSP Recognition of Meritorious Service:
Lost Trail Ski Patrol:
Purple Merit Star (action in saving a life):
Heidi Messner
Blue Merit Star (supporting action in saving a life):
Jordan Messner
Great Divide Ski Patrol (previously awarded):
Purple Merit Star (action in saving a life):
Amy Pezo
Yellow Merit Star (outstanding service to NSP):
Amy Pezo
Green Merit Star (arduous or hazardous rescue):
John P. Stanek
Patroller’s Cross:
Josh Dixon (Lost Trail)
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Outstanding Awards:
Northern Division Certificates
of Honorable Mention:
Outstanding Alpine Patroller:
Colleen Finch (Great Falls),
Claire Martens (Lost Trail)
Outstanding Instructor: Robert Labrel (Great Falls)
Outstanding Large Alpine Patrol: Lost Trail Ski Patrol
National Outstanding Award Finalists:
Outstanding Volunteer Alpine Patroller:
Casey Redder (Great Divide), Yellow Merit Star
Outstanding OEC Instructor:
Mel Carnahan (Great Falls), Yellow Merit Star
Outstanding Instructor:
Ron Wiggins (Antelope Butte), Yellow Merit Star
Outstanding Large Alpine Patrol:
Great Falls Ski Patrol, National Unit Citation
Northern Division Outstanding Awards:
Outstanding Volunteer Patroller:
Casey Redder (Great Divide)
Outstanding Ski Patrol: Great Falls Ski Patrol
Dwight Chambers Rising Star Award:
Trevor Motley (Lost Trail)
Mark Behan Outstanding Instructor Award:
Carl Schiner (Big Horn)
NSP Lifetime Member Award:
Cherryl Thompson (Snow Bowl),
Janet Chambers (Casper Mountain),
Bill Chambers (Casper Mountain)
National Appointment:
Marie Ando (Lost Trail),
Layne Scholkowfsky
(Lost Trail),
Kurt Weinberg (Huff Hills)
NSP Distinguished
Service Award:
Mike Huber
(Casper Mountain)

Northern Division 2016-2017 Awards

Ron Wiggins, Yellow Merit Star as
Outstanding Instructor Nominee

www.nspnorth.org

Trevor Motley, Rising Star Award

Mark Behan Outstanding Instructor Award:
Carl Schiner

Distinguished Service Award - Mike Huber

National Appointment No. 11966 - Marie Ando
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Calendar of Event
s
January 5, 6, 7, 2018

Winter Tip-Off, Showdown Ski Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Contact - Mike Marlow
Mmarlow@infosysmt.com

March 25, 2018

Polaris Article Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Contact - Joann Lacey
joann@advancedlithoprinting.com

"A firm belief of mine; that everyone else my age is an adult, whereas I am merely in disguise."

Northern Division 2016-2017 OEC Refresher
www.nspnorth.org

DON’T MISS OUT!
Address or E-Mail Change?? Send your updated info to Bill

Update Your Member Info!
Please take a moment to go to the NSP
website, login, and click Member
Resources above the scrolling banner on
the welcome page to check that your
mailing address, phone number, and email address are up-to-date. This is
especially important so that you can
receive the board election ballots being
mailed by Votenet, as well as other
information and special offers from NSP.
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Lay at: w.a.lay@bresnan.net

l
Polaris
N E W S L E T T E R
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Northern Division of the National Ski Patrol

Joann Lacey, Editor
joann@advancedlithoprinting.com
3501 6th Street NE
Great Falls, MT 59404

